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FOREWORD 


The purpose of this report is to 
stimulate planning, zoning and land sub- 
division control in the cities and towns of 
Rhode Island for the purpose of achieving 
better communities at less cost to the tax- 
payers. 


It describes the means by which plan- 
ning boards may be established and offers a 
suggested procedure to govern the activities 
of such boards. It explains the objectives 
of zoning and land subdivision control, and 
sets forth the manner in which they may be 
consummated. 


It lists the planning boards existent 
in the state and analyzes the organization 
of each. It enumerates the cities and towns 
having zoning ordinances and presents a 
digest of each ordinance. 


The appendix contains a copy of the 
present state laws authorizing community 
planning and zoning. 


Acknowledgment is made to the National 
Resources Committee, the New England Regional 
Planning Commission, the Works Progress 
Administration, and the New Hampshire Plan- 
ning and Development Commission for assistance 
in the preparation of this report. 
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PART I' - GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 
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City and town planning ‘aims to promote, through the exercise 
of forésight; the orderly and economical development of a com- 
munity with :due regard for health, safety, convenience, and the 
public welfare, .as well as for the community's commercial, in- 
dustrial, and recreational advancement. 


Planning is concerned with all public lands’ and projects, 
including highways, railways, airways, waterways, récreational 
ond corservation:areas, public buildings, and public.utilities. 
It is alse ¢oneernedawith private property to the extent of. 
imposing végulations: for the general welfare of the community. 
Such: regulations inelude land subdivision control, amd mild- 


ing, housing, and: zoning: ordinances, - 


| | ovo) BRANNING © 
Haphazard Versus Orderly Planning — 


| Every ‘city and town, every day, is changing, growing, or 
having necessary parts wear out. Every time a new pavement is 
built; a-sewer:or.water: pipe Laid or replaced, or a new school 
building ‘erected, some city planning is done. The question is 
not "to plan or not to:plan.". Every.community has’ to plan, _ 
every day. The only question is whether this planning shall be 
done ‘piécéméal, hit or-miss, in bits as each problem arises, or 
whether it shall be done: in a broad, comprehensive manner in. 
advance, for the entire*city.and tho surrounding région, so that 
every: timo.cvon a small improvement is mado it will fit perfectly 
{nto the scheme for the whole region, like a piece in.a picture 
puzzle. The latter is: the.only.sensible method. | 
Planning Is Not a Luxury. 

Planning does not increase public expenditures. A city 
need not add one cent to, the amount that it would normally allot 


for improvements, just because it has a: plan. Planning simply 
assures that the most necessary .and important improvements are 


“made first, and that they are. properly made and properly lo- 


? 


éated ‘so that they will not have to be torn up and rebuilt’ a 
few yoarss Later. fac "etl ree mc st at seh | 


Some Results of the Lack of Orderly Planning 


_ Mustard has been defined as "The stuff that makes’ sand- 
wiches taste badly if they.don't have any.” Similarly, city 
planning may be defined as the process that mkes cities un- 
pleasant and expensive places in which to live if they don't have 
itt 


“All too many communities are suffering from a lack of plan- 
ning. Their streets are widened at great expense and with the 
loss of rows of beautiful shade trees when the problem might 
have been better solved by developing a parallel street for 
traffic or perhaps by constructing a by-pass highway. which © 
would carry most.of the traffic around the city. New sub— 
divisions are laid. out in such a manner that they: block what 
should have been, thr ough traffic arteries. Public puildings 
are poorly locatcd, having no considered relation,to other 
public buildings or to other elements of the city from the 
standpoint of either architecture or of service. This catalog 
of instances could Se continued Indetinively. 


It Pays We tol pen 


Planning is a sensible and reasona “we method of procedure. 
To deveboo,,2  CLsy Or Town without a unified plan for the whole 
is as unreasonable as to build a house in that manner. 


No sane person about to build a “house Henle think of en- 
gaging one man to locate, plan, and build the best possible 
cellar, another the bathroom, another the parlor, another the 
bedroom, and still another the front porch, without making 
definite arrangements for these men to work together following 
& _plen, so that each might know What the other was doing. «. 


‘Most communities have awakened to. ‘the: fact ‘that TU iis fees 
aS unreasonable to ask one group of men to plan the highways of 
the town, another the park system, another the areas to be set 
aside for industry, business, and homés, while. still another 
ana the sewerage and. water-supply systems. 


When a city or owe is developed without: a. definite eas 


~  guch- instances i these too often occur: . the park. department 


builds childreni s playgrounds Un" a section which is’ zoned for 
industrial purposee and in which, after a-few years, there will 
be no children; the zoning board, in its turn, permits apart— 
ment houses to. be built along a street in which the water de- 
partment has laid \water-supply pipes large enough .to serve only 
single-family houses; the highway department nuts an excellent 
macadan pavement on a strect in July, and in August the sewer 


department tears it wo to Dito ne. large. sewer necessitated by 
the conetruction of a new high school,-—a, bujiding project 
previously known cnly to. the School Board. ™he building in- 


Spector permits the erection of a costly. building,: which is 
removed the following year to permit the widening of a street,-- 
a project long considered by the highway department, | planning 
will save taxpayers! money by PoerenoT re sone sai ti city 
development. It pays to ve 


. Summary _c ef: f Advantages 


The. advantages, of planning may be summarized as Hol tone 


i. Planning provides a definite Pee to guide the 
future growth of a community. 


Lop ee prevents haphazard. and. wasteful growth, and assures 
the intelligent spending:of public funds for projects which are 
most needed. Le 


oa provides cor he: encoetion of the natural re- 
sources end traditions of' a’ er and for the se ein eee 
of the community’ Ss ASSCUS. sei 


ae Lt make s a nome a Peer pleasantonr, more 
efficient pldce in which to live, play,” and work. 


OU provides for he co-= -ordination or: the work of Local. 
agencics with those of adjoining’ communities KG. those.of the 
state. 


ZONING 


“Zoning, which is a part:of planning, is the division of a 
community into districts in which may be regulated the use of 
land and buildings, the height or bulk of buildings, the 
proportion of a lot that may be covered by them, and the density 
of population. 


Zoning aims to secure the erection of the right building, 
for the right purpose, in the right place. It conserves the 
value of buildings: and land, stimulates the development of 
business districts, and protects residential districts. 


From an almost unheard of subject in 1916, zoning became’ 
popular over night and spread across the entire country until, 
at the beginning of this decade, more than 46 million property 
owners, or more than 67 per cent of the entire urban population 
of the United States, lived under the protection of zoning. 

The figures are even larger today. 


CAND SUBDIVISION CONTROL 


Subdivision control, as’ provided in most states, is the 
regulation, by the community, of the plans of a proposed land 
subdivision. It is enforced by requiring the subdivider to 
submit his subdivision plans to the community planning commission 
and to secure its approval before the plan may be officially 
recorded. The planning commission checks such features as the 
arrangement and width of streets, their relation to the street 
system of the city, and their adaptation to topography; the 
sizo of blocks and lots; the installation of ossential utilitics 
such as scwers and water supply; and the provision of neccessary 
public opon spaces and public-building sites. Rhode Island has 
no state law authorizing communities to exorcise land sub- 
division control. 


= Gm 


Land subdivision control benefits the individual sub- 
divider, the lot purchaser, and the community as.a whole. 


The planning commission can often suggest improvements in 
@ plan which will make it better from the standpoint of the 
city and at the same time will save the subdivider large sums 
of money in construction costs, and in other ways will enable 
him to make a larger profit. Nearly all reputable real-estate 
operators advocate and support land subdivision control. 


The lot purchaser benefits from subdivision control be-- 
cause he obtains usable lots and streets, suitable improvements, 
adequate public utilities, and an economical layout. 


The community benefits because every properly designed and 
developed land subdivision hoeeeee a link in carrying out the 
community plan, : 


Rhode Island should adopt legislation providing for proper 
land subdivision control, 
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PART II - ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE 
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PLANNING BOARDS 
Organization 


Planning boards may be organized in one of the three fol- 
lowing methods: 


il. A permanent board may be created by an ordinance en- 
acted by a city or town council under the provisions of Chapter 
804 of the Public Laws of Rhode Island, 1926, which authorizes 
cities and towns to create planning boards (See Appendix, 
page 35, for a copy of the State Act). The ordinance of the 
city or town council should provide for the number of members 
and their length of terms, and should define the Board's powers 
and duties and the obligations of the municipality. This is 
the approved method of organization. 


2: A temporary board may be created by vote of a city 
or town council for a specified period. 


5. An unofficial board may be formed by any group of 
people, for the purpose of studying local planning. Through 
the acts and recommendations of such a board, the creation of 
an official board may be stimulated. 


Procedure 


The first acts of a new city or town planning board should 
be the election of a chairman and a secretary, the establish- 
ment of headquarters, and the adoption of a program. The 
initial program is usually substantially as follows: 


iP The ‘preparation OL 8 synopsis of planning work already 
accomplished in the community. 


2. The preparation of a series of “existing conditions 
maps" of the community. 


3. The analysis and co-ordination of the basic conditions 
and trends as disclosed by existing conditions. 


4, The layout of a preliminary long-range plan for the 
development of the community. 


Following the adoption of the program, a board's procedure 
will be governed by the amount of funds placed at its disposal. 
If these are adequate to provide for a clerical, research, and 
dreaughting staff, as well as part-time services of a consultant, 


INS 


the work of the board, itself, will be confined principally to 
attendance at meetings, to the determination of important 
policies, and to giving instructions and receiving reports from 
the consultant and staff. | 


If only nominal funds are available, it will be incumbent 
upon the members of the board, possibly through sub-committees, 
to perform the necessary services themselves. In either case, 
the program should be followed, step by step, substantially as 
follows; 


1. Synopsis of Planning Work. Obtain from local, State, 
and Federal agencies, libraries, historical societies, and 
other sources copics of all available reports, books, pamphlets, 
plats, maps, plans, and other data relating in whole or in part 
to the community. These should be studied, analyzed, and filed 
for future reference. 


©. Existing Conditions Maps. ‘The first step is to secure 
or prepare a base map of the community, showing accurately all 
boundaries, roads, railroads, bridges, and waterways. This map 
should be reproduced in several copies, on each of which specific 
information as to existing conditions should subsequently be 
shown, either in colors or by means of hatching. The necessary 
data may be obtained from municipal or state records or from 
other sources. These maps may consist of the following: 


a. Land-use map showing, in different colors, 
areas: used for residences, business, industry, 
agriculture, forest land, et cetera. 


b. Utilities map showing water, sewer, gas, 
electric light, and power transmission lines. 


GC. Education map showing the location of 
schools and libraries. 


d. Open spaces map showing parks, play- 
‘grounds, airports, cemeteries, golf clubs, and 
bathing beaches. Kok 


€e. Public-buildings map showing town halls, 
post offices, court houses, police and fire sta- 
tions, et cetera, 


f. Special features map showing locations 
or monuments of historical or architectural 
Significance or of natural beauty. 


g. Vacation facilities map showing location 
of hotels, summer cottages, and other features to 
attract vacationists. 


Bach of these maps should be accompanied by a report list- 
ing the features noted thereon and giving additional details. 


5. Analysis of Basic Conditions. A study an analysis 
of the existing conditions maps and of the accompanying reports 
will induce various questions: Is the land being used advan- 
tageously to the owners and to the general welfare of the com- 
munity? Is the town adequately served with pure water for 
drinking, with a suitable system of sewers and a disposal plant, 
and with other desirable utilities? Are there adequate schools 
and libraries, and are they conveniently located? Has the 
town sufficient park and playground areas? Is the business 
district central to.the. center of population? Do the roads and 
streets form a convenient system of circulation within the com- 
munity; and are the through highways appropriately located? 


These and many other matters should be considered, and 
-contemplated improvements should be indicated on the maps. 


A study should also be made of various trends within the 
community with respect to such matters as population, fiscal 
considerations, education, housing, business, and industry. 


- 4, . Long-Range Plan. When the factual data and trends 
have been assembled and analyzed, and. consideration has been 
given to means for their improvement, a comprehensive study of 
the community as a whole should be undertaken. For this work, 
the ‘services of a professional planning consultant are necessary. 
Consideration should be given to certain basic needs such as 
thorofares, transportation, public buildings, public utilities, 
and recreation, and to such matters as zoning, land subdivisions, 
building laws, and a long-term budgeted Eager a of needed public 
improvements. 


The town plan, when completed, should inc lude the following: 


a. such maps. as may be necessary to show pro=- 
posed: highway Ry Se the location and design of 
public open spaces, the general: location of all 
public utilities for water, light, sanitation, com- 
munications, and power, proposals for transpor- 
tation facilities, the beautification of the town, 
and the development of waterfronts and other special 
features. 


bs. <A zoning map which will show the boundary 
lines of the various use districts, with indica- 
tions as to the uses which, are allowed in those 
districts. This should-bse.accompanied by a zoning 
ordinance providing regulations for the height, 
area, bulk, location; and use of buildings end 
premises: If ia zoning map and ordinance are al-_ 
ready existent, provisions for, their revision may 
be in order to accord with the comprehensive plan. 


ce. A program for: carrying out the town plan, 
which will contain a list of all proposed improve- 


ments in order ‘of necessity, and a financial plan 
for carrying. them Out. over 4, period of years. 


d. A written report describing ‘the plan and 
containing any additional ee eu can- 
not be. described thereon, — 


A community may be zoned Pineal an ordinance enacted by a 
city or town donna under the provisions of Chapter 57 of the 
General Laws of Rhode Island, 1923, as amended, which authorizes 
citics and towns to enact zoning ordinances (See Appendix, 
page 56, for a copy of the State Act). 


Three factors are involved: in the zoning plan as follows: 


1. A zoning’ map which will. show the boundary lines of the 
various use districts, ree ane TOA GVOte as to the permitted uses. 


AOD SD 9" oral ates sun amen enne the maps, ‘guten will pro- 
vide the necessary definitions: and regulations for the height, 
area, bulk, location, and use. of buildings and premises. 


5. A Board of Review of five members with power to grant, 
after a public hearing, exceptions from the terms of the’ 
ordinance where such'exceptions are reasonably necessary for the 
convenience or welfare of the public and are not contrary to the 
public interest, and where, owing to special conditions, a 
Literal enforcement Li hoyhe result an unnecessary hardship. 


A community, ee ee aN a zoning ordinance, should re-~ 
tain the services of a professional consultant to prepare the 
map and draft the ordinance. Where zoning is included as a part 
of a comprehensive city or: town plan, the planning consultant 
will be qualified also’ to. make the necessary provisions for 
zoning. For best results, samasurns should be undertaken as an 
integral part of MS ggeaich eae 


LAND SUBDIVISION ¢ CONTROL 


Althoiign the ahaa. .of Rhode Island has no law authorizing 
its towns and cities‘ to exercise control over proposed land 
subdivisions, an indiréct control is exercised by the Zoning 
Board of Review of Westerly, which requires: plats of proposed 
subdivisions to be submitted to it, and by the Boards of Review- 
of East Providence, North Providence, Providence, and: Woonsocket 
which leave the submission: of plats: 5 mh tao with the barebins sienna’ 
Such control is not adequate. 


To ‘cope with the rapid building development which is taking 
place, every city and town ‘in Rhode Island should be exercising 
reasonable control over all new land subdivisions. Otherwise, 
errors will be made, today, which can be corrected in the future 
only at great expense and effort, 


a 


eS OR ee Ne ee Es Ne 


TART MET = PRESENT STATUS OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
: an ‘cia ISLAND 


’ 
ree me es ee ee ee ee NE RE ee ey Ee. me ape 


ee ete eee 


\ i 
‘ The extent to which cities ea towns in Rhode Island have 
planning boards, zoning ordinances, hope Sere Sie is in- 
peta as eee a ' 


ee 2 enema AR ea A + Pn a ee ee ere 


i HN | . Plenning Gone ne: / Building 
oITY 1 oP _Towm bint ev OAO | Ordinance |: Code 
a 
Barrirgton pos x | x x 
Bristol | ; x | x 
Burriliville | | 
CENTRAL FALLS : | x. 
Charlestown | a ! 
Coventry | ef | 
CRANSTON | je x A 
Cumberland x x 
‘Hast Greenwich’: . x x 
Hast Providence | x | x x 
Exeter | 
Foster. | a | | 

. Glocester | | 
Hopkinton — rl | 
Jemestown  .. ae | | x a x 
Johnston ve ea he pes : 

Lincoln | ‘ 3 “| x 
Little Compton | iF | : 
Middletown 4 : h \ 
Narragansett. ze x x 
NEWPORT | b's | "iE x x 
New Shoreham bas m ae . 
North Kingstown | $y , 
North Providence | vi | x 
North Smithfield | x | x : x 
PAWTUCKET | ; bane x x 

_ Portsmouth abe | : 
PROVIDENCE . | x yp avons Ck aaa : x 
Richmond » Ua es iat 
Scituate | | | 
Smithfield: - [ : | | 
South Kingstown "ey ne pee . % x 
Tiverton ©. eS x | i 
Warren | es 
WARWICK’ | | x ! x 
Westerly - : ' x aie = 
West Greenwich | ; 4 
West Warwick x x 
WOONSOCKET x DREN 

§ ' 
Totals 10 ) ARs a 
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PLANNING BOARDS 


There are. existent in Rhode Island-one state. and ten 
LBNL pL Se amine 


The State Pane Board was first. eet paseen vue 
1934, as a temporary board, by Governor: Theodore Francis Green, 
It was created as an official State agency on March 21, 1955, Jw 
under Chapter 2198 of the Public Laws, amended in 1956. 


ss The existing minkeipead planning boards, listed in: the 
order of their creation, are as follows: 


City Plan Commission Providence SA NS). 
City Planning Board | Newport — ol aoe 
City Plan Commission Cranston. at eae, AE RS 
Planning Board Tiverton Oe ae 
Town Planning Board Narragansett i 
Planning Commission Cumberland Pe aeepr RS Hoc 
Planning Board | South Kingstown LOS ie 
Town Planning Board North Smithfield. . Deere Ss) 
Town Planning Board Rast Providence.) 00: eee 
Town Planning Board Barrington Rr 2 


Chapter 804 of the: Public Laws of ‘Rhode island, Sees. 
authorizes cities and towns in the state to create. planning 
agencies. Ordinances ‘providing for planning agencies, “under the 
authority of this law, have been enacted in Providence, “Newport, 
Cranston, North Smithfield, and Barrington. The other planning 
agencies, Located respectively in Narragansett, Tiverton,.Cum- 
berland, South Kingstown, and Hast Providence, were. created by 
vote of the Town Councils. 


Data with respect to the State Plame Board. ‘and ‘the 
municipal planning boards, together with abstracts OL Laws or 
ordinances creating them, follow. Geant v 


STATE PLANNING BOARD 


» The State Planning Board was created under: Chanter 2198 of 
the Public Laws 5 1955, amended) 1956.0 ie ie 2 Division: of: the 
Executive Department. of 


} Its headquarters are located at 520 boktats. aoa: 
Providence, where a staff is maintained, The staff consists 
partly), of. State employees and partly of workers operating’ under 
Works Progress Administration Féderal Sponsored Project No. od. 
The National Resources Committee advises the State. theta 
Board and furnishes it) with: consulting Services. 


Bt lee AL 


Present Membership 


To serve until 1938 


Wallis E. Howe of Bristol 
John F. Lennon of Pawtucket 
Domenic DiNapoli of Providence 


To. serveruntil 1939. 


vohn Nicholas Brown of Newport, Chairman 
Sohn V. Keily, Chief, State Division 
of Roads and Bridges 
Richard B. Watrous of Providence 


To serve until 1940 


Walter F. Fontaine of Wootsocket 

Charles F. McElroy, Director, State Department 
of Public. Works | 

Frank O'Donneil, Chief Engineer, “State Division 
of Forests, Parks and ett 


Analysis of ee atats Planning Board Law Law 
fembership 


Nine members, three appointed each year by the Governor 
for three-year terms, three of the members to be executive 
officérs of the Department of Agriculture and Conservation and 
the Department of Public Works. era 


Duties of Board 
Advise with state and local agencies for the purpose of 
co- ordinat ing physical development plans. i 


Make atid Les to determine suitable areas for land-uses of 
statewide concern. 


Prepare a synopsis of planning work. already accomplished 
in the state, analyze and ‘co-ordinate’the same, and make a 
series of existing conditions maps. 


Lay out, a preliminary long-range plan for state develop- 
ment, in co-operation with other State and local agencies. 
Keep current a program of major state improvements,’ and prepare 
a master plan for the physical development of the state. 


Collect and publish information relating to the develop- 
ment of the state and the conservation of its natural resources, 
and make recommendations to the Govérnor and Legislature, 
preceded by hearings if desired. 


Consider and report with recommendations on projects 
submitted by state agencies. 


yl ela tem 


Make maps, studies, and surveys for the information of the 
Governor and the Legislature. | 


Co-operate with state, regional, and municipal agencies to 
stimulate an orderly and CO- ordinated development of the state. 


Duties of the State 

All state agencies” shall give notice:to the Board of con- 
templated major. public improvements or proposed acquisitions 
or changes of use of public lands, ee request the Board's 
recommendations thereon. _ } ERIN Ae 


‘ALT pubiie officiate. shall’ furnish the Board with informa- 
tion, as requested, 


The: Director: of the een heaae of Public Works. shall pro- 
vide the Board, with office space. : 
Duties of. Municipalitics | eae ets Gree PSs 


ee 


Local planning boards shall annually, ‘bofore November lst, 
file with the State. Planning Haas! Bea of activities and 
accomplishments. Oi Barc akc tt a 


Annual eee 
To. be. submitted in January. of each year. 
Funds 


As provided by the State, the Pederal Government, or Dy age 


BARRING? ON CON TOWN. ‘PLANNING I BOARD , : 
Gye amas by ordinance of Town Council, Septenbor Re, 1956. 
Headquarters: Town Hall. Cea 
Ue ee - Presont Henborshtp | - , 
To serve until : 1937 a omic ane. foe tants A 1938" 


adeuge ivan ‘ CNG lene g Carmine a ‘Longo 


Mrs. Lene Pid. Crabtran. (109) Oy 1) isa nai a Prout” 
Fannie Dunbar AGES re ae aarti ea ti 


é : To. servo. until, 19359 
one ve Horton, Chairman ee 
ene e ae Kilcup j Ny 


Tee 


(Barrington - continued) 
Analysis of the Ordinance 
Membership 


Seven members, either two or three elected annually for 
Os 2 ahaa aa terms at financial town meeting. 


General Duties 

Keep advised of state, city, and town vlanning in Rhode 
Island, and obtain plans and data; make existing conditions. . 
maps; collect and publish information with respect to the 
town's development; prepare Long-range development ‘plan; — hold 
hearings when necessary 


Studies and Recommendations 
Make studies with recommendations thereon to the Town 
CouncilL concerning the general welfare of the citizens,. town 
Denrorvy, mousing conditions, land utilization, natural 
Pecourege., DOLLutOn of waters, ‘public health, recreation, 
roads, aewors,; traffic problems, and wat erfront development, 
&il with restpect to the town's ‘future development. ; 


is 
J 
x 

, 


Omen oe) OT.) fqeieah to the Town Council with recommenda- 
ULONS concerning posed designs for beaches, parks,. public 
buildings, publi Lora roads, sidewalks, and other public 
places and structures, as woll’as for proposed changes in 
existing places and structures. 


Duties of the Town. 

Furnish the Board with necessary information: submit to 
Board, for consideration ahd report, all proposed public 
projects. 


Roports | . 


Submit annual report to Town Council in June. File report 
with State Planning Board annually before Novombcr 1. 


CRANSTON CITY PLAN COMMISSION 
Created: by ordinance of City Council, February 21, 1933. 
Headquarters: City Hall. 
Presont Mombership 
Ex-officio Members 
Hon. Ernest L. Sprague Mayor 
Be omen UC ee sls iig iss! sie ices ve Commissioner of Public Works 


es Lene Cer ee EE PN gli ge) eyiteeveclce alia COMNCL Iman 
one ty AUT GG Nw lelie ne 8) sce 6 » COUNCIL man 


(Cranston = continued) 


Members Appointed by the Mayor 


William C, Kenney, Chairman 
Joseph A. Cartier W. Easton Louttit, ‘JP e 


Analysis of the Ordinance 


Membership 

Seven members, including the mayor (ex-officio), city 
engineer (ex-officio), two members of the City Council. 
(appointed by Mayor for two year terms), and three citizens 
(appointed by ei Sieh one named cach year for. a three-year 
born). | | OA! 


General Duties 


Make studies and investigations with respect to the 
progressive devclopment. of the city, leading to a comprehensive 
city plan. Make reports on matters referred by the City 
Council and 4oning Board. 


Studies and d_ Recommondations 

Make studics, with recommendations to the City Council: 
thereon, concerning recent or impending civic problems, in- 
cluding the arrangement and na rev assis of the physical structure, 
of the. cLuy: improvement ‘of tidal and anike Bak mesma causes’ 
and prevention of congestion of population, habitation, travel, 
and slum distri ones improvement of rundown at seat eeNG and means 
Tor Pee public health and sanitation. tf 


On ” 


Submit to the Board, for Sonet deities ‘and ‘roport , ald 
proposed public projects. rae nae ray ohare under the 
zoning SS bes 
Funds We ee 

As provided by the City Council (Current. budget, $1,000.). 
Reports 


Submit annual roport ‘to: the City. Council the) third 
| ‘Friday, tn Januarye 


CUMBERLAND PLANNING BOARD 


ee a ee. ee 


Created by vote of Town Council February 7, 1935. 
Present Membership 


- Cumberland Hill 
.« Valley Falls 

e Lonsdale 

» Ashton 

. Nalioy Falls 


Abraham L. Healey, Chairman 
AiperE ds BiLLIneton, ie: 
Gsoree E.. Bupite. oy)* al oe, of ie 
Ephrem J. Lachance ... 
HoOee ph re MeCourt. ys) ie) s 


e« ¢ ¢ @ 
Cee ae fo es 


EAST PROVIDENCE TOWN PLANNING ROARD 
Created by vote of Town Council, December 23, 1935. 
‘Present Membership 


George H. Henderson, Chairman 


Walter Balkcom pe ehee BR MacDonala 
Gilbert Barker, Sr. At A Ely ig Sowell Messinger 
Alfred J. Coelho Ralph W.. Peckham 
Robert H. Lowe Michael Traficante 


NARRAGANSETT TOWN PLANNING BOARD 
Created by vote of Town Council, 1934. 


Present Membership 


Thomas G. Hazard, Jr., Chairman John C. Joyce 


Wilbur F, Berry Richard F. Kenyon 
Walter T. Caswell : . John W. Knowles 

John R. Champlin | ne Florence W. G. Pryor 
Rudolph Iten Charles F. Thatcher 


Frederick R. Hazard, Sceretary 
NEWPORT CITY PLANNING BOARD 
Created by ordinance, 1931, 
Headquarters: City Hall. 
Present Momborship 


Torm expires 


William Fou Harvey Her SMU ie at da Mia Sa ar NL iia VO et SSO We Looe, 
eo erry Co ae ais gi ted ec: MG aaa Pe a Var 1938 
eGo Vis as SMBS So BN he 6 Ua ane oe ace a 1959" 
Herbert W. Smith is a ak ee a A ° e Fe ae *. ¢:e 1940 
Dre nee Aa Martin (Ghatrmanye 2 oa ga be 1941 
RR RI iy aa ah ale eh ea eee we ee, alte 1942 
De RC em ela gis ahh alm Nw, ORIG atm ian pw eC 1943 | 
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(Newport - continued) +... 
Analysis of ‘the Ordinance 
Membership 


Seven mehane oe for seven~yéo iY terms, one appointed gach year 
bay GAS Mayor en: confirmed by the Representative Counei 1 3. tie 
Commissioner of Public Works: is ex*ofticto engineers 


* 


é 


General Duties 


Keep informed on progress in-other cities. 


Studies a: ond Rocommondations 


UPAso One nuke iy ronments Gu) “convenience, general welfare, 
and.other needs for. improving the general plan of the CLuy. 


Considér: and: report, with relation to the city plan, on 
designs of new. public ways, lands, buildings, bridges, parks, 
IVC Ore te public places. and structures: additions and alter- 
ations to: public.places:and structures; and platting of new 
subdivisions of the city. 


Duties of the City 


‘ * cies i eh - ° ° 
City Departments and exccutive: Health Officer to fuga 
information and advice, 


NORTH SMITHR FIELD TOWN PLANNING BOARD 
Creatod vy ordinance of Town Council, February 21, 19eae" 
ee Wn Town Hell platersvah le | 
—-Bresént Momborship 
Exe-officio Member 
Jesse H. Munroe , ; Councilman 
Mombers Appointed by the Council 


Carlisle We Capron, Chairman: ; James H, Crook 
Francis. A. “Chiffolic Charles EB. scoprayve 


; phate ie GE le ee ee 


enecre ee ie 
Five: mombers , including ‘one inembor of the Town Council to 
be appointed .\by the Council, and four qualified electors, two 
i be appointed annually by” the cule president to sorve. ‘two 
Ars i . 


ey 


(North Smithfield - continued) 
General Dutics 


Make studies of the resources and nceds of the town with 
respect to its future development; co-operate with other plan- 
ning boards. 


Studics and Recommendations 


Investigate and consider problems of public buildings, 
housing, traffic, health, and recreation. Make a master town plan. 


Reports 
Annual report required in April. 


PROVIDENCE CITY PLAN COMMT SSTON 
Created by ordinance of City Somneell December 2, 1913, 
amended 1922. 


Headquarters: 520 Potters Avenuc. 
Present Membership 
Ex-officio Members 


Hon, James E, Dunne . 
Raymond E, Shawcross. 
Wititeam A, Cahixvy «+ 
Charles A. Maguire. . 
Henry J. McLaughlin , 
Joseph H. Lynch, Jr. 
John J. Finnegan. .« 


Mayor 

President, Board of Alderman 
Presidént, Common Council 
Commissioner of Public Works 
Chairman, Committee on Property 
Chairman, Committee on Highways 
Chairman, Committee on Parks 


e ee ee 
Bp elke ve e o 
ee ee :e@ © @ @-: 
Se ek oe 2 
ee @:'e@:e oe -¢ @ 


Members ers Appointed _by the Mayor 


To serve until 1939 ,To serve until -1941 

Royal B. Farnum John Hutchins Cady 

Arthur Henius j j Joseph F, Farrell 
Officers — 


e « Chairman 

. « Engineer 

» « Clerk 

. « Office Manager 


John Hutchins Cady. . 
Be trenk NOLAn |e! 6 6 
Raymond P, McElroy . 
PEAS hie LOL PATIO gOS Ug 


Analysis of the Ordinance 


Membership 


The mayor, president of the Board of Aldermen, president 
of the Common Council, Commissioner of Public Works, and the 
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(Providence = continued) 


chairman of the committees on City Property, Highways, and Parks 
respectively, all ex-officio; four members appointed by the... 
ec two name d. each two. years for eth tad rons 

Advisory Po Powers. sand 3 Duties — 


Make studies with respect to progressive development of 
city. Raa abies GNI eG IS TT a i 


Investigate impending. problems bac “respect: to congestion, 
slums, public health, et cetera.: 


Investigate and report. on matters referred to 10 Dy lie 
Council. 


Prepare comprehensive bity. ola) 

Departments and officers) aro: co daotes the dolmiisstee 
Reports 

Annual report in January. -. 
Funds : 

As. sEPPREDU LAGER, by. Cle Council (Current budget, $2,000.). 

3 mea, coe SOUTH 1 KINGSTOWN: PLANNING } BOARD | | | 
Honing Created by vote of Council; March 26, ‘1988. 

, | | “Present esborsttp | 
George E. Adams, “Chairman | “Ms Carey Gilbert: (LiL 
Albert W. Damon FU NUR aa be Ss. Rodman Robinson, Jit. 

pe oe Des eC erie Osh. Win Ge soi 
| “TIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


Created by vote: of Council, March 15, 1955, in accorcaye. 
with Chapter 804 of the Public. Laws. 


Present Membership © 
(Appointed 1936) 
William A, Collins ' Mrs. Mary E. Garvey 


Irving Ae Gramda i eee se I ie Orne iD) Tig cea ye ae 
Patrick Sheehan 


oe ae 


ZONING _ ORDINANCES © 


An analysis of municipal adiontae buddnandes in Rhode Island 
is isaractetata below: 


1; | 
CLTy “Date of ed of No.” of Noe of 1 Yard Sub= ee 
or “Enact. | Use “Height Area | Reqntts. divise | Map 
Town of Dist'se | Drstts. Dist's | Plats 

Ordinance | _ 


ce 
=] 
| 
+ 
| 
| 


PROVIDENCE ae rae dee eu Bat x | x 
WOONSOCKET 1923 Pan Bia 4 | x O00) Wt ose 
CRANSTON 1924 . 4 : e. 4°. x | x 
Westerly 1925 4. 3 3 ae R 3 
Barrington LOEB ie bse OL Hin. i Bee cede cs we x 
BE. Providence 1926 4 3 3 a 0 x 
N. Smithfield 1926 oti 2 i | i by igh 
NEWPORT te) a ee x 
PAWTUCKET 1928 |. lS . q x ve 
Ne Providence 1929 4 | 3 3 x 8) ve 
WARWICK 1930 a: bawretie inde tt ay Saka Cale ne x x 
Bristol 1931 4 | 2 5 aia We 
Narragansett 1931 3 2 2 Waite. aa) 
Johnston 1935 3 | df 3 * a2 
West Warwick 1935 3 ‘Saasede Uke Le: x | x 
E. Greenwich 1935 4 2 4 x fC 
Jamestown 1935 3 a 
S. Kingstown -1936 2 KF M3 | x i 


NOTE: In the colum "Subdivision Plats", 0 = optional and R = required. 

PROVISIONS OF STATE PLANNING ACT : | | 
Authority is given by the State for cities and towns to 

enact zoning ordinances which will impose regulations on lands and 
buildings through the creation of districts of various classes, 
each class providing for Uniform restriétions, Zoning ordinances 
do not effect uses established prior to the enactment of the 
ordinance. | | 


The regulations which.a municipality a nie power | a Gipasok 
under the Zoning ordinance include provisions for the following: 


The height, number of stories, and size of buildings. 
The percentage of a lot that may be occupied by structures. 
The size of required yards, courts, and other open spaces. 
The number of required square feet of lot per family. 


The location and use of buildings and land for residence, 
business, industry, and other purposes. 


per Te age 


Powor is. e¢iven ‘the. courts..6o. compel compliance, Wioi aug: 
zoning ordinancos onactcd,: Provision is made for imposing 
fines for offenses against such ordinances. 

The appointment of a Board of Review of five mombors) wea 
power to hold hearings and to grant cxecptlons, (15 requires 
each municipality, enacting a zoning ordinance, For more de- 
taiicd, information, sec the toxb ofthe State law suthorigine 


the enactment of zoning ordinances, eee en uhsal i Appendix 
starting | on page 36. 


ZONED CLUTES: AND TOWNS 
BARRINGTON 
The zoning ordinanec was adopted on March LO, Loe. 

Prosent Zoning Board of Roview 

Honpy Py puenNe, Chol rmon ) vA Bobere i Kelley 

Frank.D, Clallella : Me M. Lavin 
Howard C. Ll SMH, Secretary 

Anolysis of the Ordinance 


Uso Districts 


ihréc use districts: : dwellings house), business and 
industrial, 


Height Districts 
ee One height district, limiting the height to 45 feet. ‘This. 
height may be oxcecded by chimneys, towors, flag poles, wirce a, 
less towors, ct cetera, i | ; 


Arca. Districts 


WV Mswgehenbesh aiets: districts, requiring a minimum lot area per) 
Ponte or) LOCOOO sa. Pau ne. O00 Ssqa Poe and ng, 200 Sida! Das 
respectively. ; 


Arona of) Lot ie laenue 


Certain districts contain provisions limiting the por- 
centage of lot a building may occupy, and defining front- 
yard requirements . 


Zoning Map 


A zoning map is made a part of the ordinance, ~ 


Peo Metts 


- BRISTOL 


The zoning ordinance was adopted on March 12, 1931, under 
authority of a special Enabling Act (Chapter 1450, P. L. 1929) 
authorizing the town council to: create an ordinance without the 
authorization of a financial town meeting. This ordinance is 
otherwise subject to the provisions of Chapter 57 of the General 
Laws 1923, as conte Son 


Present Zoning Board of Roview 
James T, Picoree, Chairman ~— Salvatore Della Morte 
Verginio J. de Rocha Re B2P a DDO oT, 
John W. Card, Secretary 
_Analysis of the Ordinance 
Use Districts Wek 


Four use districts: residential, business, commercial, 
and industrial. RE NOUN a 


Height Districts 

Two height districts: 35-foot and 50-foot. These heights 
may be exceeded by church spires, flag poles, wireless towers, 
et cetera, and also by setbacks under special provisions. 


Area Districts 


Five area districts, requiring a minimum lot area per 
Pomity OF. 20,000) sq. Lo gpvbo,O00..8q), ha 4,500 sqe ft., and 
5,500 sds ft., he Se ana 


Area of Lot Occupancy 
Certain districts contain provisions limiting the per= 


centage of lot a building may occupy, and requiring front yards, 
side yards and rear ies 


Zoning Map 
A zoning map is made a dae of the es 
CRANSTON | 
The zoning ordinance was adopted on January LBy: L924, 
MG Présent. Zoning Board of Review 
_ Henry E. Nugent, Be ety | Leon: 5. Sanders 
George L, Crooker ; Allen Strauss 


Edward C,. Drinkwater 
‘Frank. Hy Capron, ‘Socretary 
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(Cranston - - continucd) 


Analysis of the Ordinance 


Four uso districts: dwelling house, apartment house 
business, and industrial, NN ee 


Height Districts | 
Two hoight’ districts: 50-foot and /5-foot. Thess. ncipngs 
may be oxcceded by church towors, flag poles, clevator bulk 


heads, ot cetera, ama oy sotbacks under special provisions. 


Arca Districts 


Four areca GLatricts, Fequiring a minimum Louleraa woes 
family of Si O00 Sqe ligne 4, OOO may het Ns OOO | ae OnE .. 
1000 Sia. ft... respectively. « Meer | 


Arca of Lot Occupancy LN 
Cortain districts contain provisions limiting: tHe “pepas sn, 


centage of lot,a building may ogeupy,.and,.dcfining.the minimum 
FS anbcun ny for front Ones _ Side wards » and. rear ‘yards. . 


re 
‘ 


A zoning map is made a part of this ordinaneos 
oo ‘ BAST ST GREENIECH 
the zoning ordinance was approved on Juno Gi. ‘1935's 
Present Se ee a ees of Roviow: 


ay 


. A, Elfer Benson NL OO nawand Gi meebo ie: 
Walter D. Briggs , Michael Romano Se ae 
Jesse Wy, Ss Lilliprtage, ‘Clork : 


Analysis of the Ordinance hs Cantata ae 
Use Districts 


Four use rhe hopes “yostdontial, farm, business, and 
industrial. A a URL Ra i ; 


Hoight Districts. » 


Two height distriets: 40-foot and.50-foot. These heights 
may be execcded: by, towers, flag poles, wircloss tovlors, etc. 


Arca Districts’ veh) doy Ue aa ue ee ae 


Four area, districts, requiring: os minimim Log aon ae, 


Hy ae ok as 


(East Greenwich - continued) 9... 


Pom y or ao 000 sh it. se0 000 aa. Ttsi.10,000 sq, ft., and 
5,000 sq. ft., eerie 


Area of Lot Occupancy 

Certain districts contain provisions limiting the per- 
centage of lot a building may occupy, .and requiring front yards 
and sids yards. 
Book of Plats 


ce ne ne ee rs 


A book of plats entitled "Zoning nas of East Greenwich"... 
is made a part of this ordinance.’ aes 


EAST PROVIDENCE 
The zoning | Pee, was adopted OTe wuUne nL yao 2 

Present 1t_ Zoning Board of E Review ii 
John B. Carpenter, Chairman =" ‘Thomas G. Henderson 
Carl J. Clark | ze Re Oa ta at) Be pot Oe ns Oy Noonan 

a Robett : iG?;: Glover, Clerk... 

-/ Analysis ofthe Ordinance... 

Use Districts | 


Four use districts: “'residénce,. business, commercial, and 
industrial. 


Height PAS NESS 

Three height districts: 35-foot, 50-foot, and 80-foots.. 
These heights maybe ‘exceeded by. church: towers, wireless. towers, 
et cetera, and by setbacks under special provisions, © 
Area Districts 

Ws “Three - area districts, requiring a minimum lot.area per 

femily Bi wo ycuu su. wow, be Ogos. oft. pand S00.sq. Pia 
respectively. | et gao ls 


Area of Lot Occupancy 


sera nae percentage genic Ot: the building may occupy is. not aS 
but front, Side, and réar yards are required. 


Subdivision Plex 


A _ subdivision plan may | be submitted Porras) OL wire or 
more acres. sate" 


Zoning Map 
A zoning map is made — al Pary of this ordinance. 


BN ey at 


JAMESTOWN 
The zoning ordinance was adopted on October 28, 19355. . 
Present Zoning Board of Review 
Cornelius J. Lyons, Chairman — Eugene F. Lang 
Albert A. Boone —— - at ance T. Pitchers 
a 2 SS NS kT Ria ae Meredith, Clerk 
Analysis of the Ordinance 


Use Districts 


Three use ai semtiets : ‘residential, “business, and un- iy” 
restricted. i 


Zoning Map 
A zoning map is made a part of this” ordinance. 
JOHNSTON: 


The zoning ordinance was adopted October 9, 1938, cunder 
the provisions of Chapter 2233.of the Public Laws of 1935, 


Presene ecm eee oy ee 


Arthur Fox, Chairman Robert Horgan... 
H. Fleury Michael Pezzullo © 
a Aaa Ane Ralph S$, Mohr, Secretary | 


Analysis of the Ordinance 


Use pel ee. 


ee ne ee 


pniesal use. districts:'. residential, business, and 
industrial. ‘ | rei | 


Height Districts 


. There is one height district in which Dai are “nt ee 
to 45 feet.. This height may be exceeded by towers, ee poles, 
wireless towers, et cetera, 


Area Districts 


. siet: Three area’ districts, requiring a minimum area per fam ly 
of 8,000 sa.) fh 7) oe 000 sq. ft., and 5, 000 Sq. EU sy Pespecys Vas 


Area of Lot Occupancy | 
Certain districts cantain provisions Aa ae, ae. per- 


centage of lot a building may occupy and specifying’ front- 
yard requirements. 


(Johnston - continued) 
Zoning Map 
A zoning map. is nade a part of this ordinance. 
NARRAGANSETT 


The zoning ordinance was adopted in 1931, under the pro- 
Visions of Chapter 1277 of the Public Laws of 1928. 


Present Zoning Board of Review 
The Town Council acts as the Zoning Board of Review. 
Frank M. Allen Benjamin R. Curtis 
Charles E. Champlin Angelo F. Joy 
George M. Westlake 
Analysis of the Ordinance 


Use Districts 


Three use districts: residential, business, and com- 
mercial. 


Height Districts 

Two height districts: 35-foot and 50-foot. These heights 
may be exceeded by church spires, towers, et cetera, and by 
special permission in exceptional cases. 
Area Districts 


Two area districts, requiring a minimum lot area per 
family of SO.000 sq.) ta. vend) 4000 sso. LG). nespectively . 


Area of Lot Occupancy 


Certain districts contain provisions limiting the per- 
centage of lot a tuilding may occupy, and requiring front yards, 
side yards, and rear yards. 


Zoning Map - 


A zoning map is made a part of this ordinance. 


We 


NEWPORT 
The zoning ordinance was adopted on November 1, 1927, 
Present Zoning Board of Review 
James T. Kaull, Chairman BKdward J. Corcoran 
Walter S, Andrews woah oe ME hem: MeeLeiad. 
James W,. Thompson ‘- 

Analysis ‘of. the Ordinance 

Use Districts | 


Five use districts: rosidential, business, commercial, 
industrial, and unrestricted. | 


Zoning Map 
A zoning map is made a part of the ordinance. 
Exemptions | 
Government-and state-owned lands are not restricted. 
NORTH PROVIDENCE ' 
The zoning ordinance was adopted on October 7, 1929. 


Present Zoning Board of Review 


Joseph J. Cunningham, Chairman Charles Carcy 
Clarence HH, Broley Walter Carleen 
John Capuano ; : Charles E. Hopkins, Clork 


Analysis of the Ordinance 
Use Districts Mt | ) cre Mam A 


Four use districts: dwelling house, apartment house, 
business, and industrial. 


Height Districts ee 

Three height districts: : 35=foot, 508 foot, and 75-fo00t. 
Exceptions to these heights may be made by churen. spires,, towers, 
et ecctera, and by setbacks under special provisions.’ 
Area Districts  . 

Three area districts, requiring a minimum lot area por 


family of 4500) 906, Tte,) 2000) S0u (Pus, and LOOO a0. 7 TGa., 
respectivcly. 


Area of Lot Occupancy 


Certain districts contain provisions limiting the per-e 


mo BO = 


(North Providence - ¢ontinued) 


centage of lot a building may occupy, and requiring Hee yards, 
side yards, and rear yards. - 


Residential Development Plan 
vgs plan is optional for areas of not less than two acres. 
Zoning Map | 
eA dabriaus pee, ‘as te a part of the ordinance. 
| NORTH SMITHFIELD 
The zoning ordinance was adopted on October 4 8 ade 2 Pall ol 


(ee ete oe Board of Review 


Fotis S, Ode tok | 3 . ¥ Henry. Helm 
W. Russell Halliwell Waldo Kelley. 
Percival Hendrick, Clerk 


Analysis of the Ordinance 
Use Districts 


Five use districts; single residence, general residence, 
business, industrial, and unrestricted.’ . 


Height Districts 


Two height aistricts: 45-foot and 75-foot. ECR LORE to. 
these heights may be made by towers, domes, et deistictant 


Area Districts 


Only one area district -is established, requiring 2 minimum 
lot aren per ¢ antivy of 2o00 sq. ft. 


Aroa ©: ef Lot: Occupé ancy 


ported ddateiots contain provisions. Merit oe the ‘per- 
centage of lot a building may occupy. 


Zoning Map - | ace 
A zoning map. is made a part: of. the: ordinance. 
PAWTUCKET | 
~The. zoning ordinance was Koel on February 22, 21928. 


es eent ‘Zoning Hoava of: Review 


Felix J. Blais John F. Ne 
Napoleon Brouillette Francis J. Kennedy 
Robert C. Kirk 


ye 27 he 


(Pawtucket - continued) 


nei of the. Oradnennes 


Use Districts Arcee pace emit acumen 


Four use districts: residence, business, industrial "A", 
and, industrial "B". 


Height Districts. Ra 

Thpes hee districts: 40- ro 60~foot, and 100-foot. 
Exceptions to, these heights. may :-be.. made. by pelfries, cupolas, 
spires, et cetera, anc by setbacks under special provisions. 

Ave a OL} uO IBC RANGEL Ah | 


Bye 


Certain districts. ae da provisions eae the per- 


centage Of Lota: building may occupy and Suter tiene ‘side ‘yentay 
arid Pear pees OWEN Ce hea ae tae 


Zoning Map 


A zoning map Vy ee pee 
2 EN SS 
The, Zoning cpdlinn neem a aes on: Stan! S. “4923. 
Present Zoning Board of Review 


Arthur Henius, Chairman’ ““) ““i:°'s ‘Aréhie Ws Merchant: 
Hdward G. Carr a a the Oe LT eri icest overcame Gee eat ao 
Thomas H. Doane 

Achille Mangianti, Secretary 


“Analysis ‘of the Ordinance 


aa 


Use Districts 


Five use. districts: dwelling house, apartment Youse, 
business, first industrial; and second industrial. 


~ 


Height Districts 

Four height, districts: _50-foot, 75-foot, 100- rooe gaan 
125-foot. These heights mary be exceeded by spires, towers, et 
cetera and by setbacks under, special provisions. 


re ee ie as 


Area Districts | 


Four area. districts, | requiring: a minimum (tees area per 
family of 4500 s@s“ft.,°-2000-sq.. Ft. LOO0:sq. ft., and 500 sq. 
ft., respectively. .. 


CN Bh 2 a 


(Providence ~ continued) 


Area of Lot Occupancy. 


Certain districts contain provisions limiting the per- 
centage of lot a building may occupy and requiring rear yards, 
side yards, and front yards. 


Zoning Map 
A zoning map is made a part of the ordinance. 
Land Subdivisions 


A residential development plan may be submitted to the 
Board of Review, for tracts of land of not less than two acres. 


SOUTH KINGSTOWN 


An ordinance zoning that portion of the town known as the 
Kingston Fire District was adopted on September 14, 1936. 


Present Zoning Board of Review 
The Town Council acts as the Zoning Board of Review. 
Marshall C, Gilbert, President Albert W. Damon 
John Cirwein f, Martin Dykstra 
i . + < ie R. Robinson tae 
Analysis of the Ordinance 
Use Districts | 


Two use districts: residential, and combined business and 
commercial. aris ay . 


ae Districts 


Heights of buildings are restricted to 535 feet, with ex-= 
ceptions for church spires, towers, flag poles, et cetera. 


Area Districts 
A minimum lot area of 8,000 square feet is required for 
each building and accessory buildings appurtenant thereto, within 


the residential district... There are no area restrictions in 
the business and commercial district. 


Area of Lot Occupancy 


Minimum side yards of 10 feet and a front yard of 35 feet, 
. the latter subject to variances, are required. 
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Reh UES 


The zoning ordinance was adoptea on as, 50, eae. 


Present | Zoning Board « bn Roview 


¥ menace 


George Godwin, Chairman oy Carl 0. Sandberg 
Daniel Damon “ae (0 ben Vome ial ia aia 
S. Merrill Morse Raymond. L.. Miller, “Clerk 


Ae RUE MISSI 


sRBASES OL a Ordinance. . 


45116 
poy 


‘FOUn, se (aa oor Choe min vosidéntial, farming, business, and 


~~ Un 


BS tt ne nem ene mat a a a ma cnn * 


aso! ,) o i 4 waa rN 8 pM oe 
Nig eg Han 2h at D3 TL eSEeLC Ss 


ALL a) Meee within. resi = taviiety ice districts are ‘restricted 
in height to'40 Teéet:. ee 


Area Districts | | eh en Bs 


Three area districts, requiring a thinkman lot area per 
family of 40,000 Sq. oe 10;000: sq. ft., and §,000.sq..-fb., 
respectively. tn tes a ae es aa 


Area of Lot Occupancy 


Certain dis stricts contain provisions limiting the per- 
centage of lot a building may occupy, and defining the minimum 
portion of the lot to be devoted to front and ‘side yards. 


i 
4 « 


Book of 1 oe, ON ) ae 


A book a pies entitled. "Zoning Mabe: of the! ‘Town of 
Warwick" is made a part of the ordinances: if 


he Tes 


WESTERLY. 
distil zoning ordinances: was tees on Tae! ce wh D2S- 
Prosent. Zoning Board’ of Roviow | 


Charles Fontana TO a Helen a BS yl 


Came 8) SOM i) ee D. Harold. Rogers ‘ 
LMageh bis mde AOE sh ccna yA eng Wan ies Frank As Spalivyvan 


Louis he Rossi, Inspector ‘and Clerk | 


= 50 = 


(Westerly - continued) 
Analysis of the Ordinance 
Use Districts 


Four use districts: residential, business, commercial, and 
industrial. gee! 


Height Districts 


Three height districts: 35-foot and 50-foot within the. 
residential districts, and 50-foot and 80-foot within the other 
districts. These heights may be exceeded by church spires, 
towers, flag poles, wireless towers, et: cetera, and by setbacks 
under ‘specific provisions. 

Area Districts 

Three area districts, requiring ‘a minimum lot area per 
Panty Of--9,000 sq. Tt.,.,6,000 sq.:ft., and: 5,000 sq. rt. 
respectively. Hotels or ‘boarding houses are required’ to provide 
ole sh. fb. OL Bou ares for each sleeping room. . 
Area of Lot Occupancy 


Front, side; and rear yard requirements are defined. The 
width of the lot determines the type of dwelling allowable. 


Zoning Map 
& zoning map is made a part.of the ordinance.’ 
Subicivision Plans 


Ubdivision dévélopment plans Ss be submitted nor the zoning 
board of review for approval. 


WEST WARWICK 


The zoning ee ev een was adopted on March 20, 1935, under 
the provisions of Chapter BOBS of the Public Laws of. 1923. 


Present 3 Zonin ng Board of Review 
The Town Council ae as the Zoning Board of ee v 
Raymond Joyce, President Bee Lat a vee tay OWLS) NA .sconceles 
Fabrizio Mersoced , ics aThOMeas Reda 
Hormenegildc Je Nadeau 
Analysis of. the Ordinance 
Use Districts 


Three use districts: residential, business and industrial, > 
and farming. 


Res ae 


(West Warwiek ~ continued) + 


Height Districts 


‘ 


One hel eht Gistrieb, in whieh Dulldines are limited to 40 
feet. in residential districts. 


Ares (DLs tebeus: | 


There is one area district, requiring a minimum lot area 
per) Pamitay ot) SOOO si ris ia HE San aay aa 


Area of Lot Occupancy. 
Certain districts’ contain. provisions. laminas oe per- 


centage of lot a. building une OCRUDY » ane: oe carbene) front Blinc 
and side yards, cies , ia 


A zohing mop 48) nade a. ae of this ordinance. 
WOONSOCKET 

The zoning ordinance was adopted on September 14, 1923. 
| Present Zoning Board of Review 
Charlies H.' HLL Heer ee As : Walter Lambert 
William Keough Sea er Pane iH. J. Sauvageau 
Andrew J. aI: ein | abana 

faa “Ragar 3 Parent, Secretary 
a “anadySi8_ of of the Ordinance 


Use Districts 


Four | USC districts: dwelling house, apartment house, 
business, and Anaus tr ret. Ny eae aces 


Height Districts | 

Three height avcrrieess : 50-fodt,,..75-foot, and 100-foot. 
Exceptions to this height may be made: for church Spires, towers, 
Sho poles, one Loss isola elevator bulle’ heads, et cetera. 
‘Area ee eee 

Four area districts, requiring a minimum lot area per 


fami dy OF A SOO) aad ts) 5 1 eo: hs ara 1, 200 Ssqd ft. and 60 
0 RE 0 respectively. 


(Woonsocket - continued) 


Area of Lot Occupancy 


Certain districts contain provisions limiting the per- 
centage of lot a building may occupy and requiring front yards, 
side yards, end rear yards. 


Zoning Map 
4 zoning map is mede a part of the ordinance. 


Land Subdivision Plans 


A residential development plan may be submitted to the 
Board of Review, for tracts of land of not less than two 
acres. 


ae Hi Me 
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PART IV.- APPENDIX 


RN ACT AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS 


TO TO CReATE PLANNING BOARDS 


(chapter 804 of. the Public Laws of 1926) © 


. Section 1, te city. or Cove may create a planning board, 
for the purpose of making studies of the resources -and needs 
' of any. such: town, with reference to its physical growth and . 
development as affecting the health, safety, morals and general 
welfare of the people and the economy and. efficiency of communal 
life. In citiés such boards shall be appointed by the mayor, 
subject to confirmation by the city council, and in towns shall 
ns elected at the annual eeuapeepeing town eee ad . 


Sec. Be iedcnas and. towns may enact ordinances for carry- 
ing out the purposes of, this act, and make appropriations 
therefor. ény such planning board may make. special studies 
when requested: by the city or town’ council and shall have ac- 
-cess to. available plans, records, surveys,.and other data filed 
with any department of any such city or. town. Such planning 
board shall report annually to the.city or town council and may 
recommend plans and schemes of development and give estimates 
of the costs thereof, and shall make other réports upon such 
relative matters as: may be. from time to time referred to such 
commission by such town or city council. 


Sec. 3, This act shall take effect upon its passage and 


all: acts and parts of, acts inconsistent herewith rare hereby 
repealed. 


Ser CN ae 


AN" ACT AUTHORIZING CITIES “AND ‘TOWNS 


Sore pee 


(Chapter 57 of the General Laws of 1923, as aménded)... . 


Section 1. (As. amended by Chapter 450 R.P.L., 1926) Por 
the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals or general wel- 
aks als UM as city council of any- city. and the representative coun- 
cil of the city of Newport skal, have ‘power.in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter within’ the-limits of such city 
by ordinance to regulate and restrict the height, number of 
SLOTLeS and - si Ze) Of. buildings. and other structures, the per- 
centage ‘of: lot that may ' be~ ‘occupied, ‘phe: eilze of: yards, courts 
ae other open spaces,- the, density Of population, and. the 1o-= 

caulon: and use of buildings, ‘structures and Lage for trade, 
industry ,, residence, HOU) ecaes eae 8 ase 


For: nity: ana al. a said purposes said ¢ity: council oF 
representative .couxcil may .divide. ‘the: municipality into districts 
of such number,.shape and area as it may. deem, best. suited to 
CAaBrYy, Out, ole: purposes® ‘of this. ‘chapter sand within: ‘such’ districts 
it may regulate and restrict. the. erection, construction, recon= 
struction, alteration, repair.or use of. buildings, structures or 
land. All such regulations shall be uniform, for each CLOSS Op 
kind bok ‘buildings . throughout each ‘district but the regulations 
in one district may | differ sain those in other districts » 


Neen Dota fone shalt ae made Att “accordane ce with a compre- 
hensive plan and designed.to lessen conges pion: in -the -streets; 
to secure safety from fire; panic and other dangers; sto ‘promote 
health and. the. genéral: wolfare ; to provide.adequaté Light and 
air; to prevent. the’ overcrowding of land;. $0 avoid undue concen- 
tration of. population; to facilitate. the: ade quate: provision of 
transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks dnd: other public 
requirements. Such regulations ‘shall be - “made. with: reasonable 
consideration, among other: things ;: ‘$6: the..charaecter. of. the 
district and.its. peculiar suLcabidaty for particular. uses, and 
with a view to conserving the value of buildings and: encouraging 
the most appropriate use: of land cial cating such municipality. 


Sec. 2. (As amended by Chapter 1762 b, Laws 1932). No such 
ordinance shall be enacted, amended or repealed until. after a 
public’ hearings nas peen heid upon the: question of the enactmenu, 
amendment or repeal of such ordinance, before, the) city couneus 
or representative, council.) of such clty, as the, case may Delage 
committee or commission authorized by such city council or 
representative council to investigate and make recommendations 
concerning such proposed ordinance, who Shall first give notice 
of such public hearing ‘specifying the Sime and pisee jo, suc 
hearing by publication of such notice in a newspaper or geno yay 
clreulation within such city at least once each week: Tom tires 
successive weeks prior to the date of such hearing, av which 


oy 


Cie stn 


hearing opportunity shall be given all persons interested to be 
heard upon the matter of the proposed ordinance. The city coun- 
cil or the representative council of such city, as the case may 
be, shall have power, after a public hearing as herein pro- 
vided, from time to time to amend or repeal any such ordinance 
and thereby change said regulations or districts: Provided, 
that, if there shall be filed in the office of the city clerk 

of such city on or before the day of such hearing or within 
three days thereafter a written protest against such proposed 
amendment or repeal signed and acknowledged by the owners of 
twenty per centum or more of the street frontage of the property 
proposed to.be effected, or by the owners of twenty per centum 
or more of the street frontage directly opposite the property 
proposed to be affected, or by the owners of the property abut- 
ting on twenty per centum or more of the boundary line between 
the property proposed to be affected and the property immediately 
in the rear thereof when there is no street between said proper- 
ties, no such amendment or repeal shall be passed except by a 
three-fifths vote of such city council or representative coun- 
cil and the approval of the mayor of such city, or if disap- 
proved by such mayor, by a like vote as may be required by law 
to enact an ordinance in the case of disapproval by the mayor of 
such city. The word towner' as used in this section shall not 
be construed to include attaching creditors or lien holders 
other than mortgagees. 


Sec. 5. The city council or the representative council of 
such. city, as the case may be, shall have power to provide a 
penalty for the violation of any ordinance. enacted under the 
authority of. this chapter by fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars for each offense and to provide that each day of the 
existence of any such violation shall be deemed a separate 
offense, such fine to inure to such city, and may also cause 
Suit to be brought in the. supreme or superior court in the 
name of such city to restrain the violation of, or to compel 
compliance with, the provisions of any such ordinance. 


Sec. 4. The supreme court and the superior court, within 
their respective jurisdictions, or any justice of either of 
said courts in vacation, shall, upon due proceedings in the 
name of such city instituted by its city solicitor, have power 
to issue any extraordinary writs or to proceed according to:-the 
course of equity or both: 
To restrain the erection, alteration or use of any build 
ing, structure or other thing erected, altered or used in viola- 
tion of the provisions of any ordinance enacted under the 
authority of this chapter, and to order its removal or abrteient 
as a nuisance: 


To compel compliance with the provisions of any ordinance . 
enacted under the authority of this chapter: . 


To order the removal by the owner of any building, struc - 


Luan 


ture or other thing existing in violation of any ordinance en- 
acted under the provisions of this chapter and. to authorize 
some official ‘or such icity inidefault of such, removal | by the 
owner to remove it at the cxpense of such... owner. :, 


tiie under the provisions of any “judemént, order or 
decree, in any such proceeding, any work is done or materials 
furnished by an official of such city or by the order) of sucn 
official, at the expense of the owner, in removing a building, 
structure or other thing unlawfully existing, the value of such 
work and material may be recovered in an action of the case, 
brought in said superior court against such owner, and if any 
such work or materials shall have been done or furnished by or 
at the cost of such ‘city, such olficial enell icawse the. Same 
to be brought in the name of such city . 


Upon the entry of any case or proceeding brought under the 
provisions of this chapter, the court shall at the request of 
either party advance the case, so that it may be heard and 
determined with as Little delay as possiblo. 


BESO Ae h/ ordinanco’ enacted under the Senet ee of this 
chapter shall prevent or be construcd to prevent the continuance 
of the, wse of any Duilaing, or improvement for any purpose to 
which such building or improvement is lawfully devoted at the 
time of the enactment of such ordinance. 


Sec. 6 Nothing in this chapter or any ordinance enacted 
under the authority of this chapter shall create or be con- 
strucd to create any vested rights in any person, firm or 
corporation, or to be or ercate any: incumbrance upon the title 
of any person, | Tirm or sha i wana vgs in any PrOBEE  e affected by 
any such sicieiar cums 


Sec. 7. The provisions be eae chapter or of any ordinance 
enacted’ under the authority of this chapter shall not be deemed 
to abolish any existing remedies relating to nuisances, or 
to repeal any cxisting provisions of statutory law or ordi- 
nances relating to the erection, alteration or construction oF 
buildings or other structures, or restricting the use thereof, 
or regulating businesses, trades or industries, or relating to 
nuisances: § Provided, that the onactment,: amendment or repeal 
of any ordinance under the authority of this chapter shall not - 
be construed to’ be in any manner an: exercise of any authority 
given by the provisions of chapter one hundred nineteen of the 
general laws, entitled "Of nuisances," or of any act in amend- 
ment thereof or in addition thereto, and provided, further, 
that after the passage of. this chapter ‘the exercise by the 
eity council of any, city om the representative council of the 
city of Newport of any authority given by the provisions of 
said chapter one hundred nineteen of the general laws or :of 
any act in amendment thereof or in addition thereto shall not 
create any vested rights in any person, firm or corporation, 
or ronder said city liable in any manner to any person, firm 
or corporation. 


(3 
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Sec. 8. (As added by-chapter 430 R.P.L. 1923.) The city 
council of any city and the representative ‘council of the city 
of Newport may provide for the selection and: organization of a 
board of review, and in the regulations and restrictions adopted 
pursuant to the authority of this chapter may provide that said 
board of review may, in appropriate cases and subject to ap- 
propriate conditions and safeguards, make special exceptions to 
the terms of the ordinance in harmony with its general purpose 
and intent and in accordance with general or specific rules 
therein contained on wherg such exception is reasonably neces- 
sary for the convenjence’ dr welfare of the publics 


The board of review shall consist of five members, each to 
hold office for the term of five years; provided, however, that 
the original selections shall be made for terms of one, two, 
three, four and five years respectively. The ehairman, or in 
his absence, the acting chairman, may administer oaths and com~: 
pel the attendance of witnesses. All hearings of such’ board » 
shall be open to the public. 


' The board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing 
the vote of’ cach member upon each’ question or if absent or faile 
ing to vote, indicating. such fact, .and.shall keep records of 
its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall 
be filed immediately in the office of the board and shall be a 


“public record. . 


‘“Appeals.to the board of review maybe taken by any person 
agerieved or by any officer, department, board or bureau of the 
municipality affected by any decision of the administrative of-~ 
' ficer. Such appeal shall be taken within a reasonable time as 
provided by the rules of the board by filing with the officer 
from whom the appeal is taken and with the board of review a 
notice. of: appeal specifying the grounds thereof, The officer 
from whom the appéal is taken shall forthwith transmit to the 
board all the papers constituting the record upon which the 
action appealed from was taken, 


- An appeal shall: stay all proceedings in furtherance of the 
action appealed from, vriless the officer from whom the appeal 


., £8 taken certifies to the’ board of review after the notice of 
- appéal shall have been filed with him that by reason of facts 


. stated in the certificate a stay would in his opinion cause 

. imminent peril to life or property. In such case proceedings 
shall not be stayed otherwise than by a bestraining order which 
may be granted by the board of review or by a court of competent 
.. .jurisidetion on application therefor and upon notice to the ~ 
officer from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 


The board of review’ shall fix a reasonable time for the 
hearing of: the appeal, give public notice thereof, as well as 
due notice to the parties: iniinterest, and decide the same 
within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing any party may appear 
in person or by agent or by attorney. 


a rare 


The board of review shall have the following powers: 


a. To hear and decide .anpeals where it is alleged there 
is error in any order, requirement, Gecision or determination 
made by an administrative officer in the enforcement of this 
chapter or of any ordinance adopted pursuant thereto, 


b. To hoar and decide special exceptions to the terms of 
the ordinance, upon which such board is authorized to pass under 
such ordinance. | : i 


c. To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such vari- 
ance in the application of the terms of the ordinance as will 
not be contrary to the public interest, where owing to special 
conditions a literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordi- 
nance will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the 
spirit of the ordinance shall be observed and substantial jus-= 
tice done. 


In exercising the abovesmentioned powers the board may, in 
conformity with the provisions of this chapter, reverse or affirm 
wholly or partly or may modify. the order, requirement, decision: - 
or determination appealed from and may make such order, re-= 
quirement, decision or determination as ought to be made, and — 
to that end shall have all the powers of the officer from whom 
the appeal was taken. 


The concurring vote of three members. of ‘the board shall be 
necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or deter- 
mination of any such administrative officer, and the concurring 
vote of four members of the: board shall be required to decide 
in favor’ of the applicant: on any matter within the discretion 
of the board upon which it is required to pass under any such 
ordinance or to effect mies variation. in the application of suem 
ordinance, | 


Any ‘person or’ persone, jointly: or severally aggrieved by. 
any decision of the board of review, or any officer, depart- 
ment, board or bureau of the municipality, may present to the 
supreme court a petition, duly verified, setting forth that 
such decision is illegal in whole or in part and ‘specifying the. 
grounds of the illegality. . Such petition shall be presented 
to the court within thirty days after the filing of the decision . 
inthe office or ‘the poard ... Upon: the presentation of such ; 
petition, the court may allow a writ of certiorari directed to 
the board of review to revicw such decision of the board of review 
and shall prescribe therein the time within which a return thereto 
must be made, which shall be not less than ten days and. may be |. 
extended by the court. The allowance of the writ shall not stay 
proceedings upon the decision appealed from, but the court may,’ 
on application, upon notice to the. board and on due cause ane 
grant a restraining order. Kk : 


The board of review shall not be required to return the. 
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original papers acted upon by it, but it shall be sufficient 

to return certified or sworn copies thereof or of such portions 
thereof as may be called for by such writ. The return shall 
concisely set forth such other facts as may be pertinent and 
Material to show the grounds of the decision appealed from and 
shall be verified. 


If, upon the hearing, it shall appear to the court that 
testimony is necessary for the proper disposition of the matter, 
it may take evidence or appoint a master to take such evidence 
as it may direct and report the same to the court with his 
findings of fact and conclusions of law, which shall constitute 
a part of the proceedings upon which the determination of the 
court shall be made. The court may reverse or affirm wholly or 
partly or may modify the decision brought up for review. 


Sec. 9. (As added by Chapter 6435 P.L. 1925) The powers and 
duties prescribed by this chapter and all amendments thereto are 
hereby extended to the towns and cities within this state and 
the town council of any town (upon the approval of the financial 
town meeting of such town) may enact zoning ordinances in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this chapter and all amendments there- 
to. Whenever in said chapter the words ‘the city council’ or 
"the representative council of the city of Newport’ shall appear, 
the words. 'tows councilt shall be added thereto, and the powers 
and duties uxncdsr the provisions of said chapter and all amend- 
ments thereto granted to any city officer or official are here- 
by extended to any town officer or official having similar 
authority. 


Sec. 10, (As added by Chapter 643 P.L. 1925) In every 
case where a city or town enacts zoning ordinances, it is here- 
by made mandatory upon the city council of any city, the town 
council of any town, or the representative council of the city 
of Newport, to providé-a board of review in the manner prescribed 
by section 8 of this chapter and section 8 is hereby amended in- 
sofar as it relates to the duties of said city councils, town 
councils and representative council of the city of Newport. 
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